


HISTORIC SECTION
WALKING TOUR

This tour provides a general
overview of Parsons
Cemetery’s early history
(1873-1914).

It focuses on Section OP
(Old Part) and includes
information about some of
the more notable persons
interred within.

The total walking distance
is %2 mile and it should take
approximately 1 hour to
complete.

This tour is designed to be
viewed on a standard-sized
cell phone held in
landscape view.

The tour starts and ends at
the Main Gates on Lane 3.
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Stop 1 — The Main Gates

This walking tour begins at the
Main Gate on North Division
Street.

St. Peter's Episcopal Church,
Salisbury, Md.

Parsons Cemetery began its
existence as a public cemetery
in 1873 when Benjamin Parsons
bequeathed part of his family’s
farm to St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church.

St. Peter’s Church is in
downtown Salisbury on St.
Peter’s Street. They have
owned and operated the
cemetery since that time.

The cemetery is currently
managed by an advisory board
appointed by the church.

(Postcard image courtesy of the Nabb Center at Salisbury University)


https://stpeterschurch.net/
https://stpeterschurch.net/
https://mdsoar.org/handle/11603/3299

Stop 1 — The Main Gates

In 1967, Alison J. Parsons gifted the gates and brick wall in honor of his parents and other ancestors resting here.
The gates were created by artisans from the Williamsburg, VA area. The gates were repaired and refurbished in 2017
with a grant from the Alison J. and Ella W. Parsons Fund of the Hampton Roads Community Foundation.

The original main entrance used to be off New York Avenue, behind the current office (a house sits there now).

. JParson’s Cemetery, Division Street, Salisbury, Md.

On the right is an old postcard of the cemetery circa the 1920s. The view is towards the south along

North Division St. and the cemetery is on the right. The arrow shows approximately where you are standing now.
(Postcard image courtesy of the Nabb Center at Salisbury University)


https://mdsoar.org/handle/11603/3299
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| Stop 2 — The Original 1873 Cemetery
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https://parsonscemetery.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Benjamin_Parsons_Will.pdf
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Stop 3 — The Grier Family Lot

If you now pivot to your right, you will see a family lot surrounded
by a low cast-iron fencing. This the family lot of
Chief Frederick A. Grier.

“Fred Grier Sr. was a machinist by trade from Wilmington, Delaware.
After helping to fight the Great Fire of 1886 he moved his family to
Salisbury and started in business with his brother Robert. The
business remains to this day known as R.D. Grier & Sons.”

Source: Salisbury Fire Department

The company forged the fence that surrounds the Grier family lot.
Legend has it that Fred Grier, Sr. loved his horse so much, he
supposedly had it buried on his lot. Unfortunately, there are no
Parsons burial records left in existence for this period of time, so we
had no way of knowing for sure, at least until recently.

Dr. Brent Zaprowski from Salisbury University recently surveyed the
lot using Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and discovered an anomaly
in one part of the lot (orange box, lower photo) which could very well

be the remains of his horse!

But Fred Grier is famous for more important reasons....



https://www.salisburyfd.com/gallery/detail/13081

Fred A. Grier, Sr. and sons
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Source: Historic Salisbury
Maryland blog

FIRST FIRE COMPANY BUILDING ON HUMPHRIES POND

Source: City of Salisbury

Stop 3 — The Grier Family Lot

Chief Frederick A. Grier, Sr.

Chiefs Fred A. Grier Sr. and his son, Fred A. Grier
Jr., are two of the most notable firefighters in
Salisbury’s History.

“It would be virtually impossible to tell the history of the Salisbury Fire Department without
mentioning the Grier name. Fred Grier Sr. was a machinist by trade from Wilmington,
Delaware. As a volunteer fireman with the Washington Hose Company 7, Grier Sr. had

traveled to Salisbury several times to battle large fires in Salisbury. After helping to fight
the Great Fire of 1886 he moved his family to Salisbury.

Grier Sr. served as Chief from 1889 to 1900 and was able institute some of the first modern
firefighting techniques of that era. Chief Grier’s greatest mark in Salisbury history occurred
on March 13, 1899, when a fire broke out in the Jackson’s Mill on Mills St. The fire
engulfed the mill and threatened to destroy Salisbury for a third time. Under the
leadership of Chief Grier, the fire was stopped where the West bound lane of Route 50 now
stands and neighboring homes were destroyed.”

Source: Salisbury Fire Department



https://www.salisburyfd.com/gallery/detail/13081
https://salisbury.md/departments/fire/about-us
http://historicsalisburymaryland.blogspot.com/
http://historicsalisburymaryland.blogspot.com/

Fred Jr. is buried on his wife’s
family’s lot (see map).

Source: Salisbury Fire Department

Stop 3 — The Grier Family Lot
Chief Frederick A. Grier, Jr.

“Fred Grier Jr. followed in his father’s footsteps and joined the department in 1910. He
was quickly appointed to the rank of Assistant Engineer and then Chief Engineer in 1916.
As Chief Engineer he was instrumental in purchasing the department’s first motorized fire
engine in 1916. Engine 2 was the first motorized fire apparatus on the entire Eastern
Shore of Maryland. At the time of the purchase Grier Jr. was the only person in Salisbury
with a license to drive a motorized vehicle. In 1922 Grier Jr. became Fire Chief and would
serve eight years as Chief between 1922-1933. By the end of his first year as Chief the
department was completely motorized.”

“Chief Grier saw the need for a larger and more modern station to house a rapidly
growing department. In 1928 a new Fire Headquarters opened on South Division Street
and would serve the city well until 2008.....In 1939 Chief Grier secured the city’s first
ambulance with donations from the Salisbury Lions Club. In 1943 he helped form the
Marine Firefighting Division of the department with the acquisition of its first fire boat....
In all, Fred A. Grier Jr. would give fifty-five years of dedicated service to the Salisbury Fire
Department, The City of Salisbury and Wicomico County. His record of loyal, faithful and
dedicated service serves as an inspiration to members past, present and future.”

Source: Salisbury Fire Department



https://www.salisburyfd.com/gallery/detail/13081
https://www.salisburyfd.com/gallery/detail/13081
https://www.salisburyfd.com/gallery/detail/13081
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Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery

The lot you see in front of you is the
original Parsons family cemetery. The
most senior Parsons family member
buried on this lot is Jehu Parsons (1780-
1859) and his wife Esther Sommers
(1789-1874). The Parsons Family arrived
on Eastern Shore in the 1600’s in what
was then Somerset County MD.

Jehu and Esther have 6 children buried with
them in the family cemetery:
Amanda Parsons Toadvine (1815-1863)
Alison C. Parsons (1818-1868)
William Sydney Parsons (1820-1897)
Milton A. Parsons (1826-1910)

Esther Anna Parsons Byrd (1830-1851)
Gen. George Washington Parsons (1839-1888)




Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery

Parsons Cemetery has three major Parsons Family Benefactors:

Benjamin Parsons (1789-1873) gifted his family’s farm property to St. Peters Episcopal Church
for use as a cemetery in 1873. The land included the existing Parsons family lot. Benjamin had
already opened his family cemetery to community members — as a result, some burials in
Parsons Cemetery predate 1873. You will see Benjamin’s lot at Stop 13.

Alison Jehu Parsons (1899-1983), donated the Cemetery’s entrances in 1967 to honor his
parents and other ancestors resting therein. Alison and his wife Margaret are buried in this lot.
Alison was also a veteran of WWI (obituary follows).

George W. Parsons (1915-2000), another cousin, bequeathed substantial funding to the
Parsons Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund, managed by the Community Foundation of Eastern
Shore. George and his wife Katherine are interred in Section B (Historic Tour #2, Stop 8).

Alison Jehu Parsons — photo
downloaded from Find-a-Grave.
Submitted by “Andrew”

George William Parsons

PITTSVILLE - George
William Parsons, 85, died Satur-
day, Oct, 21, 2000 at Peninsula
Regional Medical Center in Salis-
bury.

Born in Wicomico County, he
was the son of the late W. Joseph
and Alice Records Parsons. His
wife, Katherine Collins Parsons,
died in October 1995.

Parsons was a farmer his
entire life. He loved farming and
had also been a poultry grower.

The Daily Times, Oct. 23, 2000



https://www.cfes.org/donate
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57154615/alison-jehu-parsons

B4 THE DAILYTIMES

Salisbury, Md. Sun., Oct. 2, 1983

Alison J. Parsons Is Remembered

By RICHARD W. COOPER

SALISBURY — A few weeks ago, the death of Alison
J. Parsons of Norfolk, Va., was reported among the
obituaries in the Daily Times. As a long-time friend
and admirer of Parsons, 1 would like to mention a few
items that I feel should be remembered about him by
the citizens of his native town of Salisbury.

Although his main residence and his business
interests were in the Norfolk area, he had continually
maintained a residence in Wicomico County where he
made frequent visits and kept up with the ha%
in the community and in touch with his many f
and contemporaries.

A member of a prominent family in Salisbury’s early
days, he was the son of the fourth mayor of the city,
Jehu T. Parsons, whose term of office was from May
16, 1898 to May 14, 1900. His forebears during the 1800s
held a leading role in the development of Wicomico
County and the Salisbury area. Their interests
extended not only into the political life of the communi-
ty, but also encomp the cultural, religious and
economic life of the growing county and city.

When Wicomico County was formed in 1867, the 5th
Election District was given the name of Parsons,
perhaps the largest and most populated district in the
county at that time,

Pemberton Hall and the farm on which it was located
was Parsons’ childhood home. Because of his very
close connection with this historic landmark, Parsons
has been one of the strongest supporters and
benefactors in the ongoing restoration work that has
taken place over the last two decades.

His steadfast interest and early gifts of money have

been prime factors in carrying out the costly and
tedious work in brlngrilng back the structure to its
Colonial condition. Reflecting his contributions to its
present successful restoration, his name has been
given to the new section now under reconstruction.

The Pemberton Foundation has designated this to be
known as the ‘‘Parsons Wing."" Years ago when Polly
White Burnett had her dream of saving Pemberton
Hall from total deterioration, it was Parsons whom she
called upon to give his s to make the dream
become its present reality. When the wing is com-
pleted, liv%quarters then be available for a
custodian. matter of security will be answered,
relieving the concern for the safety of valuable
furnishings expected to be placed in this historic
monument of the past.

It is expected that some of the original Parsons
family furnishings and artifacts, dating back to their
years of occupancy, will eventually become a part of
the final restoration.

The success story of Parsons’ business career is
somewhat like the classic Horatio Alger stories that
were so popular when he was a young man. The
Norfolk area was where he found his challenge and
reached his success. However he never forgot his
birthplace nor his roots with the past.

Early in his life he joined the local Company I and
soon went overseas into combat during World War 1.
He was proud of this service to his mnlﬁ.lzrand kept in
close contact with his fellow comrades-in-arms. For
several years, he hosted an annual reunion of the
surviving members of Company I for a dinner in
Salisbury. The Daily Times carried these events
over the years with pictures of the soldiers, many of

whom are in their 80s.

A confirmed member of St. Peter's Episcopal
Church in Salisbury, his interest in its well-being never
diminished over the years. Over a century ago, one of
his ancestors bequeathed to St. Peter’s Church the land
on the northerly end of the town and on the westerly
side of North Division Street for an endowed and
perpetually maintained cemetery.

Recognizing the need for a protective wall and gates
along the street, Parsons gave the funds for the desi
and construction of this much-needed project. He
enlisted the services of a noted Williamsburg land-
scape architect who designed what was called a
“living wall,” with evergreens growing from the top of
the brick wall. .

The effect is one of unusual beauty and has added a
tremendous boost to the esthetics of the North Division
Street area and its historic district. The wrought iron
ﬁatu were hand fabricated by an old craftsman in

orfolk. One of his most notable works was the
execution of the chapel on one of the last aircraft
carriers built in Newport News, using wrought iron for
the basic material.

One of the last acts of rhllanthrup}' of Parsons was
the deeding to the City of Salisbury an area in the W.
iciees of et park ond playground, Cectainty K 1
nue. a e .Ce yitis
not lntendecr:: attempt to gn?:ymerate all the acts of
generosity of Alison Parsons in this space.

His gifts and benefactions in the Norfolk area are
indeed another whole . Moreover what has been
mentioned here are but a few of his known and public
eontributions to his community and his fellowmen.




Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery

Below is the genealogy of our three Parsons benefactors. We worked with obituaries and the wonderfully
thorough research of Ruth Dryden. The Parsons Family of Maryland Genealogy was compiled by Ruth T.
Dryden in 1993, and there is a reference copy in the Maryland Room of the Wicomico County Main Library.

Generations Benjamin Parsons Alison J. Parsons George W. Parsons
1st John Parsons 1600’s John Parsons 1600’s John Parsons 1600’s
2nd Peter Parsons 1658-1687 Peter Parsons 1658-1687 Peter Parsons 1658-1687
3rd Peter Parsons 1658-1687 Peter Parsons 1658-1687 Peter Parsons 1658-1687
4th George Parsons 1708-1782 George Parsons 1708-1782 John Parsons 1704-1758
5th William Parsons 1733-1793 George Parsons 1734-1809 John Parsons 1736-1795
6th William Parsons Jr. 1767-1843 Jehu Parsons 1780-1859 Peter Parsons 1762-1823
7th Benjamin 1789-1873 Alison C. Parsons 1818-1868 Peter R. Parsons 1792-1830
8th No Descendants Jehu T. Parsons 1849-1916 George Parsons 1821-1880
9th Alison J. Parsons 1899-1983 | Joseph W. Parsons 1857-1925
10th No Descendants George W. Parsons 1916-2000
11th No Descendants




Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery

Death of Gen. Geo. W. Parsons.

Barmsnuviy, Mo, Oct 31, —Gen. George
W. I"araons died at twenty minutes of ten
to-night ot the residence of Senator E.
Stanley Toadvin. Gen. Parsons was born
at the Parsons homestead in 1839, e re-
ceived a libera] education at the Salisbury
High School. He eoon developed won-
derful engineering capacities, and during
the past ten years be has stood among
the ranks of the best engineers of the
State. During the past five years Cen.
Parsons has been  prominently identified
with the riverand harbor Improvements
of the Wicomico, Pocomoke and Chop-
lank rivers. During the® past ten years
Gen. Parsons has had complete control of
the wharves and dock of the Marylanil
Steambont Company.  In 1856 Gen, Par-
sons wae appointed Colonel by Gov. Lloyd
and served with the stafl at Atlantic City,
Gow, Jackson appointed Col. Parsons gen-
eral of enprineers at the last sessjon of the
Legislnture.  There was, perhaps, no et
ter known man in the State than General
Parsons, us his family is the oldest in this
county aml one of the oldest in the Stale,
1Tis nearest relatives are the suarviving
brothers, Mr. Milton A. Parsons and
Sydney A Parsomns, of this town. {He was
an urcle of Senator E. Stanley  Tomdvin,
John T Parsons, of the Custom-1louse,
Baltimore, F. A Parzons, Salisbary, J.
Angustis Parsons, of Wiashington, and
many other distinzuished and well-known

people,

General George Washington Parsons, son
of Jehu and Esther Parsons, was a noted
surveyor and engineer who specialized in
dredging and harbor improvements,
including on the Wicomico River.

—- 0 o ———

W. Parsoos has been
the emtract for excavating the
in the Wicomlen River at this
at about M ceats cubie yard.
expects to begin the work
the first of Destmber. He has
Decomber 1874, until June 1876 (6
the dredgiog.

——ee— -

1

Salisbury Advertiser, Oct. 24, 1874

——

Viesier
£5 =

Democratic Messenger (Snow Hill) Nov. 3, 1888




Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery

The Parsons and Handy Families — 200+ Years of History Entwined

Isaac Handy 1706-1762 was the son of a former indentured servant. He married Anne Dashiell in 1726 and
purchased Pemberton Plantation that same year. In 1741 Isaac built Pemberton Hall, which is on the Wicomico
River (~3 miles southwest of downtown Salisbury). Jehu Parsons purchased Pemberton Hall in 1835 and Alison

Chapman Parsons inherited Pemberton Hall from his father in 1859.

“During the Civil War, the Hall was
the home of Allison C. Parsons, a
southern sympathizer. Despite the
Federal troops encamped in Salisbury,
Parsons insisted on firing a cannon
upon the receipt of news of each
Confederate victory.

After issuing several ultimatums to
Parsons, the U.S. Army soldiers raided
Pemberton Hall in order to silence the
cannon. However, Parsons had buried

it before their arrival!”

Source: Maryland Historic Trust



https://www.pembertonpark.org/history/park-history
https://mht.maryland.gov/nr/NRDetail.aspx?NRID=51&COUNTY=Wicomico&FROM=NRCountyList.aspx

Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery
What happened to the Handy family?

No one is quite sure what happened to Isaac Handy, his wife Ann Dashiell or their son Henry Handy. In a 1934 family
letter, it was reported that the Handy family was moved to Parsons Cemetery by Jehu T. Parsons and buried on the lot
of Alison C. Parsons. A large depression on the lot adds to the intrigue. However, debate continues over the letter.

Norfolk, Va.
Sept. 12, 1934

My dear Aunt Martha:

| was real glad to receive your letter last week and while | have few
Minutes | am going to answer it.

[skipping ahead]

Alison’s Great-Grandfather, Mr. Alison Jehu Parsons, for who Alison is named,
purchased it from the original owner Mr. Isaac Handy. Alison’s Grandfather,
Mr. Alison C. Parsons and also his father, Mr. Jehu Toadvine Parsons, were both
born in the house. Ahson s Father lived there until he was eleven years of

age and ‘when he grew up, he had all the bodles taken up and put in hlS !ot in

burymg ground was Just in back of the old house “Alison | had seen that before
the bodies were removed and he remembered exactly where it was.




Stop 4 — The Parsons Original Family Cemetery
What happened to the Handy family?

A shallow trench was dug across part of the site in question with the goal of finding an obvious “cut line” in the soil.
Although a clear “cut line” was not observed, several human artifacts were excavated below 15” depth. These artifacts
prove that the ground must have been dug up at some point in the past. None of the artifacts, however, prove that a
burial occurred. Further analysis of the artifacts themselves may yield additional clues about the age of disturbance.

Surface

1 inchI Summary of artifacts collected

a Brick fragments

.
: ' . &
Anthracite coal
. , i ‘

Plate glass fragments

Oyster shells

e a
S
At

Alison C. Parsons
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16" deep = @
Wood fragment
(broken but was whole when found)

N
|
|15-17" deep|
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2
2
19" deep —@




Next Stop: 5

Please return to Lane 2
and continue west
about 75 feet. Stop 5 is
off to your right.

Look for the lot shown
on the next slide.
There should be a

trash container nearby.
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Stop 5 — An Early American Veteran

Pvt. Thomas H. Hooper (1779-1833) rests in the John M. Dashiell Family
lot. Since Thomas died in 1833, we know he was reinterred in Parsons, but
we don’t know when or why. The Wicomico County 1812 Veteran Burial
Records show that Pvt. Hooper served under Capt. William Mackey in
1813 and Capt. Charles K. Bryan 1814, both listed in the Dorchester
County 1812 Veteran Burial Records along with five other Hoopers.

If you want to learn more about the early veterans in Parsons,
we encourage you to walk our 19th Century Veterans Tour!




Next Stop: 6

Please return to Lane 2
and continue west
about 10 feet. Stop 6 is
off to your left.

Look for the lot shown
on the next slide.

The “Doward” marker
is particularly obvious.
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Stop 6 — The Ellis-Doward Lot

As you continue walking down the lane, we are sure you have noticed many of the old ornate markers. Quite a few
of these markers were carved by John T. Ellis. John and his partner Joseph H. Doward were partners of the firm Ellis
& Doward, Salisbury marble dealers. When Joseph retired, the company became J.T. Ellis & Son. Some of the
markers in Parsons have John’s initials on them. Sadly, some of best work can be seen on his own children’s markers.
John Ellis’s sister, Maggie, married Joseph Doward, and both families are interred on this lot.

Interestingly, John’s own
marker is quite simple

If you want to learn more about the markers
and monuments in Parsons Cemetery, consider
walking the Historic Monuments tour!

—J. T. Ellis & Son have just erected
in Parsons Cemetery a beautiful Celtic
cross over the grave of Mrs., David
Howard. The cross is a handsome
specimen of the stonecutter’s art and

This can be seen at Stop 7 = | the onlv one of its kind in this section.
The Courier, Apr. 28, 1906
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Stop 7 — Bishop’s Circle

Bishop’s Circle is named for Rev. William Murray Stone, the Third Bishop of the American Episcopal Church,
Diocese of Maryland. Bishops Circle is also the final resting place for several former clergy from St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church and their families. From 1803 to 1829 Rev. Stone, a native of the historic Stepney Parish (which
dates to the early 1600’s), was the rector the P.E. Church in Spring Hill. At the Diocesan Convention of 1830 he
was unanimously elected Bishop of the Diocese of Maryland, serving until his death on February 26, 1838.

His tympanum-type headstone dates to the early 1800’s and is typical for the Colonial period. You will see more
examples of colonial-period markers at the end of the tour.

O, e 4t 50
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RICHT REVEREKD WILLIAM MURRAY STONE, T.D.
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Stop 7 — Bishop’s Circle

Bishop Stone was moved to Parsons Cemetery from his old family burial ground in 1876.

————

The Remova! of Bishop
Stone’s Remains,

The Rt. Rev. Wm. M. Stone, D. D,
for twenty five years Ilestor of the
P. E. Church in tho Spring Hill and
Stegnoy T'arishes, and for cight yenrs
Bishop of the samo church in the
Dioceso of Maryland, died at his
home near Salisbury Feb. 26, 1838.
Aeccording to tha custom which pro
vailed in the meighborhood, and pre-
vails thera still, he was buried in the

family burying-ground in a field pear
the old homestend. The fate of all

.| or nearly all such burying grounds

speedily overtook this ome. The
Innd passed into the possession of
strangers The family of the decessed
were scatlered, no one of them 1e-
maining in the neighborhood. The
resting-place of the dead was uncared
for. The fence deeayed and fell into
ruins. The pronnd beeama ovor-
grown with briers and bushes, and
if the owner of the field bhad driven

his plow over tho spot he counld|.|P°

hardly have been blamed. Tho signs

of neglect wonld at lcast Lave been
obliterated.

oo DVo R

-~ - — N

For muny years tho ground con-
tinued thus negleeted and desolate,
to the scandal of those who either
remembered the deceased, or had
hicard their fathers speak of him. Of-
ten the piopriety of removing Lis
remnins 0 o more fitting resting-
place was spoken of, Lut from oue
cause or another the matter went no
further. Last Spring, however, on
the occasion of his ofticial visit to the
parish, the attention of Bishop Lay
was called to the condition of the
resting-place of his predecessor, nud,
he, with the Reclor of the parish,
visited the spot. At the next meet-
ing of tle Diocesan Convention Le
reported the facts to that body, and,
while giving it a8 his opinion that
from the lapse of time since the in-
terment it was unadvisable to distarb
the remnins, be remorked on the
impropriety of using private barying
gronnde when thechnareh yards and
pvblic eemoteries conld be used, The
convention were interested in the re-
port, but did not agree with Lhe
Bishop as to tho removal, and ap-
inteda committee, consisting of
tho Bishop, the Rector of the Parish,
and its lny delegate, J. Aug. Parsons,

Esq., to make arrangements for the
removal

—

In necordanee with this resolution,
Inst Friday afternoon, the committee
proceeded to the spot and, in the
presencs of onoe of the surviving sONS8
of the docensed, Dr. Thomas Stone,

the grave was opened,and the scanty
remaine of the late Bishop and those

|| of his wife were reverently &llected,
| and removed to tho lot solected

fo
them in Lho Parsons’ Cemetery. <1t

is contemplated to erect o fitting
monumont over the plice where thay
now rest, as soon na the facts of the
case can be bronght to the knowledgo
of the chorch in  the two Dioceses
into which the one over which Bis-
hop Stone presided has been divided,
and the necessary funds collected.

The head stones which marked the
old graves were also removed nnd ro-
erectod nt the head of the new ones.
The inscription on that of the Bish-
op, sliowing the estimation in which
bo was held by his cotemporaries, is
ns follows :

Salisbury Advertiser, Sep. 16, 1876

WL BWEENT YV ¥

TITIR STOXNE
Naiks the hallowed rustlug place
Of one who
Faltliful antll Death
Now rejolees In tho possestlonof thaCrown of Life
Which Ged has propsred
For thosoe who love Him.

THE RIGHT RKYV.
WILLIAM M. STONE, D. D.,
Was born June st 1779
Was Reclor
Of Bpring 1110 and Stepney arishes
More than 285 yearas §

Was consecruted
NISHO OF MALYLAND
Ocl. 21, 1830
Aud diesd 26 Feb, 1819
e was eminently meok and Id no foes ¢
bin hieart was worn and truo,
and he had cordin! frionds ;
OF"ICE AND HONOR SOUGIHT M
I the retiremwent which Lo loved;
Patlence and Malth sustaloed hlm
In the triale of hils pllgrimago ;
AND HOWE NEVER FORSOOK HIM,
walll ahio beheld Bl by tha frultion
of the everlaating promiscs
OF THE MASTER,

Ww.
Salisbary, Md.,
Sept. 13th,1876.
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Stop 8 — Parsons Cemetery Grows
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. The dates in each

colored area show when burials

expand. By 1904 Parsons
)
opened in 1889.

Cemetery had quadrupled in area
ferred to today as Sect

(Old Part
first occurred in that area. The
section you are entering now was

and before the turn of the 20t
Century, the cemetery needed to
(right). This part of the cemetery

Isre

the original 1873 cemetery to sell,



Next Stop: 9

Please continue west
along Lane 2. Stop 9 is
about 125 feet on the
left, just off the road
under the edge of a
very large maple tree.

Proceed to the next
slide.
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Stop 9 — Leonard Family Lot
Colonel William James Leonard (1816-1901) - Union Army Officer

A lost chapter in the story of Salisbury‘s Participation in the Civil War

Salisbury was considered by the Union to be a strategic point between Delaware and Virginia,
and between loyalist, those north of Salisbury loyal to the Union, and those from Salisbury and
the south, many being Southern Sympathizers.

The new railroad was transporting troops from north of Salisbury to two Virginia counties to
keep them from seceding. Concurrently with the railroad coming down the peninsula was the
extension of telegraph lines. The Union moved to take advantage and extended the telegraph to
Cape Charles and then across the bay to Fortress Monroe. This communication capability was
considered critical to the Union war effort.

Col. William James Leonard’s involvement begins when he took leadership of Purnell’s Legion
and the assignment of safeguarding the telegraph line to Cape Charles. Then Col. Leonard led
the Legion out of Maryland and into the Battle of Bull Run, where he was captured and
imprisoned. When he was finally released, the conditions and arrangements of his parole were
made over these same telegraph lines he had earlier guarded. On his return to Salisbury, Col.
Leonard was appointed Provost Marshall for the 1st District of MD.

Source: Profile of a Colonial Community on Maryland’s Eastern Shore by Richard W. Cooper.

Learn about all our Civil War veterans on our 19th Century Veterans Tour!
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ELDERLY WOMAN WHO OPENED HOME TO SCORES
OF UNFORTUNATES GIVEN SALISBURY AWARD

filled the \uade
s to its Teet
8 "u. annua]
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Stop 10 — Nancy Ellen Jones Lewis

Nancy Ellen Jones Lewis (1856-1941)
Founder of the House of Refuge, Recipient of the Salisbury Award

istanding service ‘

iz gathered for lh:‘
. D, Q. L I!llu-l |
L'il.j]:'li to the
y Ellen Lewis. And| §
ritten upon the | Ji
wtuated for pos-|

Mrs. Nancy Ellen Lewis made her
residence into a House of Refuge
for the aged, friendless, lame, and
anyone else who called at her door
with nothing in return for such
hospitality.

she is called by
Sulisbury—a sev-
mot mr'\ waman
r toil have

bury -\\Ht"nl
anny" Lewis |
) clous way
ich she was given |
gnition yesterday.
¢ city knows and |

s 1 services she and a)
faithful husband have rendered the |

5 5 3 A |
ang before the Wicomico Welfare | S
ssociation had its inception, she was | en when the Welfare Associa

ing & home for aged men and |nurses, Miss Helen Fi
3 a'r;”hh "ht"|hj‘.i'lhr' | “| In 1930 she received the Salisbury

'1.;. T3 e o rerare ..I‘u.l:'f.‘ i Award in recognition of her
et R e R s | humanitarian efforts. The Salisbury
h ]"::'fifif\f::??:f}l: dvupon her. ‘ ‘ .| Award was established in 1926 by
IHM"'E”.F | Mr. G. William Phillips. Mr. Phillips

i is also interred in Parsons.

women and

L MeRns

Unfe .|'un,1tN * without | implore Lhn ¢ in the audien
support or letters of recom-|ure a man's worth to the comm
n found comfort and mother- [ by the extent of servi end
Il]lil hu use, leaving no institution that | slowly picked her way to the aisl
might provide home comforts to de- |dr|-wn along the vows of seat
pendent aged men and women, Some | |stage steps where she acce
of these the county referved to Granny | sistance of U, S, Distric
| Lewis, others came there voluntarily, | Amos W, W, Woodcock. 1
:All were given the care that two kind-|into her eyes and even g
| Iy, parental hearts could provide with | tion choked back an effort I
| the means within their command. Dr. Humphreys pinned upon th
|  Mrs. Lewis was born near the Del- | of her coat an mwuhnl gold n
aware Line, north of Pittsville, tht’“anfi laid into her thin, toilworn pa

“Her kind words and actions gave encouragement to the down-hearted: with
-'. loving care the sick in soul and body were nurtured back to health and happiness.

m
daughter of Jeremiah and Mary Jom‘w a neat linen bag containing $225 in ||
yand the eldest of ulnnn (hildrun bhclgn]d coin of various denomination

{ina thser darties ool & 0of RTINS Ste S ahe St o e And all this with never a thought of a material award.”

| married and residing elsewhere, ward in this manner. Nor could she

No one had told Granny that it was |express in words a reply to those who
{she to whom the city was to pay tri-fgathﬂ'c'rl about her to extend con
Jl-utv at the gatheving yesterday. Ev-|gratulations,

] from Historic Salisbury Maryland, by Charles J. Truitt

The Daily Times 3/3/1930


https://www.facebook.com/thesalisburyaward
https://www.facebook.com/thesalisburyaward
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49567509/george-william-phillips/photo

Next Stop: 11

At this point you will
begin to walk east
along Lane 2. Stop 11
is about 60 feet on the
left. Look for the tall
“Todd” marker as
shown on the next
slide. Thereis also a
kiosk nearby with
more information.
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Stop 11 — Dr. George W. Todd

Founder, Peninsula General Hospital
(Now Tidal Health)

“Dr. George W. Todd was born Dec. 9, 1860, on a farm in Delmar, Delaware. He became
the third physician in his family, and just shy of his 37th birthday, he founded Peninsula
General Hospital.”

“How many 37-year-olds do you know today who would take such a gigantic leap of faith
and commit everything they are, everything they have and everything they know to
serving the people of a community they love?”

“Dr. Todd's dream became a reality
when Peninsula General Hospital
opened the doors to its modest six-bed,
frame house facility in Salisbury on
Fitzwater Street near Main,
on Oct. 1, 1897.”

Peninsula General Hosvital,
Salisbury, M2,

“The demand for more space forced the
purchase of a neighboring house,
adding 14 more beds in 1899.”

Source: Roger Follebout, Jr. Delmarva Now 9/13/2017

(Postcard image courtesy of the Nabb Center at Salisbury University)



https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/09/13/prmc-shore-history-health-care/654227001/
https://mdsoar.org/handle/11603/3299

William H. Jackson
photo downloaded from
Find-a-Grave. Submitted by

/4

‘Anthony S”

Stop 11 — Dr. George W. Todd

“But a growing community required more, so in 1902 the hospital bought land at South Division
and Locust streets, where the cornerstone was laid for a new frame-and-brick building right where
the Medical Center sits today.”

“The land was purchased for 52,700, and the hospital was built through the generous gift of
550,000 from Congressman William H. Jackson, also a lumber manufacturer and the father of the
hospital’s first president.”

Source: Roger Follebout, Jr. Delmarva Now 9/13/2017

William H. Jackson is interred in Parsons Cemetery, across from Bishop’s Circle (Stop 7).

GRATEFUL REM
VAILISTANT HUMP
WHO IN 1902 GAVE
AND THE ORIGINA
THAT IS NOW THE
OF THIS INST

e O T

| 'AS THE FOUNDER AND /

1S FORESIGHT A

i =5 1

B



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20150576/william-humphreys-jackson
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/09/13/prmc-shore-history-health-care/654227001/
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20150576/william-humphreys-jackson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20150576/william-humphreys-jackson

Next Stop: 12

Continue east along
Lane 2 and walk to the
left of Bishop’s Circle.
When the road comes
back together, look for

a tall “Holloway”
marker as shown on
the next slide.
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Stop 12 — Dr. William James Holloway

William James Holloway was the founder and first president of
Salisbury State Normal School, now Salisbury University.

The new State Normal School opened its doors on September 7, 1925,
with 105 students. They learned, slept and dined in a single building
(now Holloway Hall) and even taught young students there in an early
“demonstration school.” During his tenure, the school developed from
a 2-year normal school to a state teacher's college offering a 4-year
curriculum. Dr. Holloway retired on October 5, 1934. Holloway Hall on

the University campus was named in his honor. e ] Hotroway, AM, PhD,

Image courtesy the Nabb Center

Image courtesy the Nabb Center Image courtesy the Nabb Center



http://www.salisbury.edu/
https://archive.org/details/evergreensalisbu1931mary/page/n21/mode/2up
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https://archive.org/details/evergreensalisbu1926mary/page/4/mode/2up?view=theater

Next Stop: 13

If you turn and face e BT R PSP TR e il
i : IS o b .- Ve i “Return to start ——>
east, you will see a tall, o -ttt s g e
white obelisk, as i ; | | - Gy T re T 7

shown in the next e g T TR
slide. This is stop 13. e 2w " EingE et Ghet L 1l
Lok . ; ; bn.let @, =8 | - § : Yl G "“

B |

Il I g T
Fred A. Qrier, Jr.

Main Gates 0

" T e ; ‘ { . : 1
o Benjamin Parsons e - ‘ el i B :
Dr. Hglloway@\Q o RN : ( i i
i ferd A 1 ~ o e

ViR J S e : L 'Grier Lot,
- i Pyt T H i : e
s o T , R h°gas OoPeLs mE B o i
E @ g e : Bishop’s Circle— .

'S | 0:

Col:Leonard Pars;;'\_‘//,
T o e expands —

\
ot
¥

e ;» b
. tEllis-Doward Lot = =
} | s 030 : j === 3 - i Y - ¥

i




Stop 13 — Benjamin Parsons Lot

This is the lot of Parson Cemetery’s main benefactor, Benjamin Parsons. To read the markers, you will need to leave
the road and walk around to other side, as shown below. To his left are his parents, on the right, in the vault, is his
first wife. The coping you see around his lot was installed by St. Peter’s Church in 1905 by John T. Ellis & Son.

The Courier, Jul. 8, 1905
—The vestry of St. Peter's Church
have contracted with J. T. Ellis & Son
to build a granite coping around the
burial lot of the late Benjamin Parsons,
the donor of Parsons Cemetery. It 1s
to be 12 inches high, 8 Inches broad and
/ have 14 posts, 10x10 inches. There will
di be steps placed at the entrance The
THE GONGRE cost will be $300. The vault is also to
OFTHIE be revuilt and the monument repolish-
ed. Arrangements are being made te
BUBYINCCROUND, open the other hall of the cemetery
oMb e Igmnnda to the public, the present half

/ @&um » o

&

being almost sold off in hurial lots,

It is believed that the
two small graves
adjacent to the lot are
Benjamin’s former
slaves. Census records
and his will suggest that
he freed his former
slaves before 1860. You
will see these when you
return to the road.




Next Stop: 14

Return the road and
head north until you
reach Lane 3. Walk
west about 50 feet. On e 1 P
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Stop 14 - Elihu E. Jackson Lot

Elihu Emory Jackson (1837-1907)
Maryland Governor 1888-1892

"Elihu Emory Jackson, chosen governor for 'his commercial success
and his business reputation,’ was born near Delmar, MD [on]
November 3, 1837, the son of Hugh and Sarah (McBride)
Jackson. About 1859, he chose a business career [and] left the farm
for the growing mercantile center at Delmar.”

"In 1863, after the railroad had reached Salisbury, he moved his
Source: Men of Mark in business there, opening a general merchandise, lumber and grain,
Maryland, Vol. 3, p. 311 and dry goods establishment. His father and eldest brother [Wilbur F.
Jackson] soon joined him in Salisbury, forming a partnership known as
the E. E. Jackson & Co.”

“In 1881, he was nominated and elected to the House of Delegates
from Wicomico County. From that date until the State Convention of
1887 his political rise was almost phenomenal. In 1883, he was
elected to the State Senate, and on April 5, 1886, the final day of the
Session, he was chosen as its President to succeed Edwin Warfield
who had resigned....In the election of November 8, 1887, Jackson
defeated his Republican opponent, Walter B. Brooks, by a large
majority. He took his oath of office on January 11, 1888.”

SRR Wl o A Excerpted from Frank F. White, Jr., The Governors of Maryland 1777-1970
Source: The Maryland State House (Annapolis: The Hall of Records Commission, 1970), 211-213.

Louis Comport Tiffany, Tiffany Studios’

Ecclesiastical Division, is credited with this
design. The figure is unknown, however,
the ancient Greek goddess of victory,
Nike, shares the large elaborate wings.
Photo from Find-a-Grave, submitted by
“Chris”



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20158019/wilbur-fiske-jackson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20158019/wilbur-fiske-jackson
http://www.magnoliacemetery.net/2013/07/magnolias-most-monumental-witte-tiffany.html
http://www.magnoliacemetery.net/2013/07/magnolias-most-monumental-witte-tiffany.html
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10634627/elihu-emory-jackson/photo
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10634627/elihu-emory-jackson/photo
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=4UgVAAAAYAAJ&pg=GBS.PP8&hl=en
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=4UgVAAAAYAAJ&pg=GBS.PP8&hl=en
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdstatehouse/html/shcaucusrm_ejackson.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc3500/sc3520/001400/001472/html/1472bio2.html

Above photos by Carol Smith

Stop 14 — Elihu E. Jackson Lot

The Gow. E. E. Jackson Family Lot
“an exquisite outdoor gallery of art”

The Jackson Family Lot is the largest lot in the Cemetery
with 120 gravesites and 30 beautiful and artistic
monuments. This lot is maintained by a family trust.
The monuments for Gov. E. E. Jackson, his wife, Annie
Rider, and son Hugh William all share a common theme.
Gov. Jackson’s monument is from Tiffany (see if you can
find the mark!) - the others have no obvious marks.




Next Stop: 15

Continue north along
the grassy lane until
you reach Lane 4.
Head east towards
N. Division St. about
175 feet. Stop 15 will
be on your right just
off the road.

Look for a row of three
upright markers of the
same shape and size as
shown in the next
slide.

They will be next to a
large family lot
surrounded by white
marble coping.
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Stop 15 — Ravages of the 1918 Flu Epidemic

“FLU” STILL RAVAGES
CAMP, CITY AND STATE

Health Department Announces 982
Cases And 20 Deaths In
24 Hours.

WOMEN'S PARADE CALLED OFF

Thirty-Seven Die At Meade Alldl
Nine At Fort McHenry — Edge-
wood Arsenal Reports 32 Fatali-

ties Since Thursday,

Baltimore Sun, Oct. 6, 1918

Deaths in Parsons Cemetery
1914-1922
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In the fall of 1918, a deadly strain of flu swept the country. It’s
hard to know exactly how many people in Parsons died in the flu
epidemic, but using obituaries and death records we estimate
approximately 50 flu victims are interred in Parsons, including
five WWI soldiers stationed in camp.

Just like we saw with the recent pandemic, our medical
professionals sacrificed much to help the sick (right).

Salishury Advertizer, Oct. 19, 1918

Dr. Geo. W. Betson

Thert is general regrot in Quantice
and vicinity at the death of Dr. Geo.
W. Betson, Jr., which oceurred Satur-
day. Dr. Betson liternlly sacsrificed
himself to duty. He attended a large
number of cases of influenza, and be-
ing the only physician in the town,
overworked himself and fell a victom
to the disease. He was about 45
yeurs of mge, the son of Coorga W.
Betson, Sr., of Greensboro, Md., Dr.
Betson went to Qunautico to practice
from Qweenstown a few months age.

Salisbury Advertiser, Oct. 4, 1918

hof Mr.and
hlimeﬂrﬂmﬂm

r. and Mra. Reese Britting-

Ad's TunerEl

hé community is mueh shocked
greaved at their sudden demise
ldren survive them.
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Stop 16 — Brewington Family Lot

Marion Vernon Brewington, Sr. (1866-1920)

Journalist, Editor, State Senator

Harry Long Brewington (1858-1921)

Journalist, Editor

When apprentice newsman Marion V.
Brewington, Sr. was denied a raise in pay,
he and his brother Harry L. Brewington
bought the Wicomico News from Mr. Lee
Lankford, its founder, in 1888. They spent
the next 31 years devoting their lives to
the Wicomico News, making it a very
successful newspaper. They did this by
advocating for numerous improvements in
County and City governments and
sponsoring civic and educational programs
(like the hospital, Stop 11).

Marion V. Brewington, Sr. was a Maryland
State Senator from 1899-1907.

Marion V. Brewington, Sr.
Source: Newspapers and newspaper
men of Maryland, past and present.
ed. by Paul Winchester and Frank D.
Webb, 1905

Source: The Wicomico News,
Thursday Jan. 5, 1922



Stop 16 — Brewington Family Lot

Marion Vernon Brewington, Jr. (1902-1974)

Journalist, Scholar, Author, Veteran

Marion V. Brewington, Jr. was a maritime historian and
a WWII Navy veteran. One must read Marion Jr.s
obituary to fully grasp the depth and size of his
accomplishments (right).

The Brewington Book Prize, named in honor of
Marion Brewington, Jr., has been awarded annually
since 2016 by The Maritime Committee of the
Maryland Center for History and Culture. The award is
given annually for the best book on maritime history
related to the Chesapeake Bay or the nation.

R A A R N R B8

MARION VERNON
BREWINGTON JR.

23 JUNE 1902 8 DECEMBER 1974

- New London, Conn. (Special). Chesapeake Bay. A Pictorial
i Marion V. Brewington, a re- Maritime History” and *‘Chesa-
search associate for the Mystic Peake Bay Log Canoes and
Seaport, whose collection of DuBeyes.” which was first pub-
Chesapeake Bay maritime ma- lished as two separate works
terial rests in the Maryland He attended the Gilman
Historical Society, died at a School and Tome School before
hospital here Sunday after a graduating from the University
short illness. of Pennsylvania in 1925.

A specialist in maritime art, | H_e was then _in the _banking
Mr. Brewington, who was 72, business in Philadelphia until

curator of maritime history at served in the Navy.
the Peabody Museum. in He reached the rank of lieu-
Salem, Mass., and director of tenant commander while serv-
the Kendall-Whaling Museum, ing first with naval intelligence
/in Sharon, Mass., before be-|and later as curator of the
coming associated with the|Naval Historical Foundation, in
Seaport last summer. ' Washington.

In the mid-1950’s, when the Leaving the Navy after the
Salisbury (Md.) native left war, he moved to Cambridge,

had been assistant director and | World War 11, during which he |

Brewington, 72, Historian

of the board of overseers of the
Bath Marine Museum.

He was also a member of
the Maryland and Massachu-
setts historical societies, Mys-
tic Seaport, the Club of Odd
Volumes. the American Anti-
quarian Society and the Society
for Nautical Research.

He is survived by his wife,
the former Dorothy Riddel.

Arrangements for a memo-

rial service were incomplete

vesterday.

The Evening Sun
(Baltimore, Maryland)
10 Dec 1974, Tue - Page 34

Maryland to become associat-

tion of models. carvings, tools
and other items involved in the
maritime history of the Chesa-
peake were purchased for the
historical society by the Sun-
papers.

Author Of Books

Among his books are “‘The

ed with Peabody, his collec-!

Md., where he built an addi-
tion to a home he bought to
house his rapidly expanding
marine collection which was
begun in his youth.

Trustee Of Foundation i

He was a trustee of the Naval
Historical Foundation, a gov-

‘ernor of the Chesapeake Bay

Marine Museum and a member



https://www.mdhistory.org/

Stop 16 — Brewington Family Lot

The Brewington Family were also active
members of St. Peter’s Church. If you tour
the church, you will see many stained-
glass windows, like the one shown here.
This window is in memory of Marion V.
Brewington, Sr.

Many other windows in St. Peter’s Church
can be tied to persons interred in Parsons
Cemetery.




Next Stop: 17
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Stop 17 — Graves moved from Asbury Methodist Church

Over the years, many people have been reinterred in Parsons Cemetery, and in some cases, whole church graveyards
have been relocated to Parsons. Stop 15 exemplifies this. All the people buried on this lot were moved here from
Asbury M.E. Church in 1912. These markers can be hard to read, but the oldest date back to the 1700s.

You can see the style of the various markers, and the inscriptions on them, are very different from the younger
markers throughout the rest of the cemetery.







Where to go next

Thank you for taking this walking tour through the historic section of Parsons
Cemetery. We hope you found the tour informative and interesting.

Once you have returned to the road, you can walk east towards Division St. and
back to the main gates where the tour started.

Alternatively, and if you have the time, we invite you to complete one of our
other tours. Historic Tour #2 starts just down Lane 4 from where Tour #1 ends.

Back to Main Gates This way to Tour #2



How to return to
t ain gates

Continue east along
Lane 4 until our reach
N. Division St. Head
south towards the
next gate. This is the
main gate where you
started the tour.
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