
Parsons Cemetery’s Historic Walking Tour
Part Two (1914-2022)



TOUR OVERVIEW
This tour provides a general overview of Parsons Cemetery’s later history (1914-2022). It focuses primarily on the western half of Parsons 
and includes information about some of the more notable persons interred within. The total walking distance is ½ mile and it should take 

approximately 1 hour to complete. This tour is designed to be viewed on a standard-sized cell phone held in landscape view.
The tour starts on Lane 4 and ends at the cemetery office on Lane 2. It is recommended that you complete Historic Tour #1 first.

All photos by Brent Zaprowski unless otherwise noted



This tour starts at the Williams 
family lot which is just north of 
the Governor Jackson family lot 

along Lane 4. Stop 1 is 
approximately 500 feet from 

the main gate on Lane 4.
Once you have reached the 
tour’s starting point, please 
proceed to the next slide.

Stop 1 – John E. Jacob, Jr. (1915-2013)

Stop 1

Gov. Jackson lot



“John E. Jacob is considered among the founders of many Salisbury organizations including 
Salisbury Exchange Club, the Lower Eastern Shore Genealogical Society, and the Salisbury 
Zoo. He also served as the President of the Wicomico Historical Society and the Wicomico 

County Bicentennial Commission.”

“Jacob also kept a history research office and researched Maryland history for many years. 
Jacob was the author of Graveyards and Gravestones of Wicomico, the History of Wicomico 
Presbyterian Church, and five postcard history books of the lower eastern shore published by 

Arcadia Publishers, in addition to three other books that he co-authored.”

Stop 1 – John E. Jacob, Jr. (1915-2013)

From the John Jacob collection, Nabb Center, Salisbury University

From Graveyards and Gravestones of Wicomico

This book has been 
crucial for the recent 
mapping of Parsons 

Cemetery. Markers that 
can’t be read now were 
thankfully transcribed 
by John Jacob in the 

1970s.

Left
Right

https://libapps.salisbury.edu/nabb-archives/finding-aid.php?id=3826


Next Stop: 2

Continue west along Lane 4 
until you reach the boundary 
marker between Section OP 

and Section A, which will be on 
your right (see below). Then 

proceed to the next slide.



In 1914 Parsons opened the last section of OP (Old Part) for sale (dashed area). Little did they know that the 
flu epidemic of 1918 (Tour #1, Stop 15) would quickly fill this section up. A new section, Section A, was 

quickly developed in the early 1920s, including an area for singles and a new section for babies.

Stop 2 – Parsons Expands - Section A

You are here

“Babyland”



Next Stop: 3

Continue west along Lane 4 
until you reach the crossover. 
To your left is the Disharoon
family lot and Stop 3. Please 

proceed to the next slide.

Stop 3



Stop 3 - Colonel Charles Robbins Disharoon (1858-1930)

As you can see in his obituary (right), Col. Disharoon
had a long and accomplished career as a 

businessman and a political leader. Col. Disharoon is 
one of many former Salisbury mayors interred in 

Parsons Cemetery. He also served on the Salisbury 
City Council, in the Maryland House of Delegates and 

in the State Senate.  He was instrumental in the 
foundation of Salisbury University. 

Photo downloaded from Find-a-Grave 
– submitted by “2patriots”

Learn more about the important 
political figures interred in 
Parsons on our Community 

Leaders walking tour!

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55119696/charles-robbins-disharoon


Next Stop: 4

You only need travel a few steps 
back into the center of the 
crossover to reach Stop 4. 

Please proceed to the next slide.



Stop 4 – Parsons’ Growth Continues
By 1930, Parsons was once again running out of room. Section B, a large section which eventually grew all the way to the 
banks of Johnson Pond, was opened at this time. Expansion continued southward and westward leading to the creation 
of sections C, CC, D, DD and E until the last section, 
Water’s Edge, was opened in 2005.

You are here



Next Stop: 5

Now proceed north on the 
crossover until you reach the 
bend in the road at Lane 5.

Stop 5 is on the right.
Proceed to the next slide.

Stop 5



Stop 5 – Delmarva Pet Garden

The newest addition to Parsons 
Cemetery, the Delmarva Pet 

Garden was developed in 2022 
using funds from a generous 
donor who wishes to remain 

anonymous.

The Pet Garden sits on the base 
of an old road that used to 

connect Hickory Ave. with Lane 5.

https://parsonscemetery.com/delmarva-pet-garden/
https://parsonscemetery.com/delmarva-pet-garden/


Next Stop: 6

Now proceed west on Lane 5 for 
about 90 feet. Stop 6 is on your 
left. Proceed to the next slide.

Stop 6



Stop 6 – David Lynn Somervell
Our next stop is the marker for David Lynn Somervell, a WWII Air Corps veteran who went missing in January 1944 

after his plane went down over the South Pacific. David’s body was never recovered.
The marker you see in front of you is an example of a cenotaph – “a monument to someone buried elsewhere, 

especially one commemorating people who died in a war.” Oxford Dictionary

Learn more about the WWII 
veterans in Parsons on our 
20th Century Veterans Tour



Next Stop: 7

Continue west on Lane 5 for 
about 500 feet. Stop 7 is on 

your left as shown below 
and on the next slide.

Stop 7



Stop 7 – George W. Parsons (1915-2000)
George W. Parsons bequeathed substantial funding to the Parsons Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund, managed by the 

Community Foundation of Eastern Shore. This perpetual care fund will be used to care for the cemetery in perpetuity. 
But we are still a long ways from our final goal…. 

You can help us! Please consider a 
donation to the Parsons Cemetery 

Perpetual Care Fund – your money will 
help keep Historic Parsons Cemetery 

properly maintained for decades to come!

https://www.cfes.org/
https://www.cfes.org/donate


Next Stop: 8

Continue west on Lane 5 
until you reach Johnson’s 

Pond, then continue 
south on the crossover 
road. Stop 8 is at the 

columbaria on your right.

Stop 8



Parsons installed these columbaria so our patrons could permanently 
inter their loved ones’ ashes in a beautiful, serene setting.

A recently discovered newspaper advertisement shows that in the 
early 1930s, the Parsons Advisory Committee was considering 

building a large mausoleum “Stonehaven” in Parsons Cemetery. It’s 
not clear where this mausoleum would have been built. We can only 

assume it was never built because of a lack of interest.

Stop 8 – The Columbaria



Next Stop: 9

Stop 9 is only 50 feet away. 
If you turn and face south, 
you should see an unusual 
family headstone built out 

of stones (Cooper).
This is Stop 9. Please 

proceed to the next slide.

Stop 9



Richard Waller Cooper Sr., (1913-2003) was born in Salisbury. He 
graduated from Wicomico High School in 1931 and the University of 

Maryland in 1935. Cooper was a surveyor for fifty years after starting his 
own business Richard W. Cooper Engineering Surveys in 1945 (he 

received MD State's Surveyor of the Year Award in 1980).

Cooper later became a well-known author and columnist for the Daily 
Times and an avid historian of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He was 

also important in the continued development and expansion of Parsons 
Cemetery in the 1980s (next slide).

Stop 9 – Richard Waller Cooper, Sr. (1913-2003)
Beloved Salisbury Historian



Richard W. 
Cooper

As mentioned in article to the 
right, in 1989 a wooded section 
was cleared, and “New Section 

B” (NSB) was created. 



Next Stop: 10

Follow the crossover south 
along Johnson’s Pond until 
you reach the parking area. 
Continue left and up Lane 3 
about 50 feet. Stop 10 is on 

your left off Lane 3. 

Stop 10



In 1960s Baltimore, Mae Gintling, as she was then known, founded the Joseph House as an outreach to the poor. A 1972 
conversation with Mother Teresa of Calcutta convinced her that she should gather a religious community to give stability 
to her outreach, so she and a companion, Sister Pat Guidera, founded the Little Sisters of Jesus and Mary in 1974. In 1978 
the two-sister community came to the Eastern Shore because they had reached the conclusion that there were others to 

care for the poor of Baltimore, while virtually no one was doing so here at that time.

Within two years the Little Sisters opened the local Joseph House, which has only increased and multiplied since, and has 
involved hundreds of volunteers. Sister Mary Elizabeth died on October 27, 2004. The entire city took note of her passing, 
even getting the Route 50 drawbridge raised to assure safe passage of her funeral cortege from St Francis de Sales Catholic 

Church to Parsons Cemetery.

Founder of the Little Sisters of Jesus and Mary and the Salisbury Joseph House
Stop 10 – Sister Mary Elizabeth Gintling (1914-2004)

Source: The Joseph House Source: The Joseph House

https://thejosephhouse.org/
https://thejosephhouse.org/the-little-sisters/founder/
https://thejosephhouse.org/


Next Stop: 11

Return to Lane 3 and head 
west back to the crossover. 
Continue to follow the road 
around the bend until you 
reach a brick walkway on 

your right, about 150 feet. 
Follow the brick walkway to 
the top of the stairs. Then 
proceed to the next slide.



Stop 11 - Millstone Circle & Memorial Walkway
Developed in 2014-15, Millstone Circle and the adjoining Memorial Walkway are recent additions to Parsons Cemetery.
The millstone comes from Talbot County and was incorporated into the circle as a conversation piece, hence its name. 

Many people don’t know it, but the Millstone Circle can be reserved for events, like the harp recital shown below.

The Memorial Walkway is another place in Parsons where patrons can secure their loved ones’ ashes in a beautiful setting.



Next Stop: 12

Follow the brick walkway 
back to the crossover and 
walk south to the end of 

Lane 2. Stop 12 is about 20 
up Lane 2 on the left. 

Proceed to the next slide.

Stop 12



“[D. Page Elmore] graduated from Fork Union Military Academy in Fork Union, Va. in 1958, [and then] he attended 
the University of Richmond, interning for two Virginia Governors….Elmore built Shore Disposal Inc. from a one 
truck local operation….to more than 40 trucks encompassing three states. He also owned Hartman Trucking in 

Pocomoke and Shore Freight Line in Painter. He was honored in 1995 by the Board of Governors of NSWF [National 
Solid Waste Association] for his special contributions to the solid waste industry.”

“Elected in 2002, Elmore served as a Delegate in the Maryland General Assembly (38A-Somerset/Wicomico) from 
2003 until his death. He was a strong voice for watermen, farmers, firefighters, educators and health care 

personnel. He is well remembered for his successful legislation to make the Smith Island Cake the Maryland State 
Dessert. In 2006, he received the Legislative Award for leadership on behalf of Senior Citizens from the Maryland 

Association on Aging.”

Stop 12 – Delegate Douglas Page Elmore (1939-2010)

Source: Find-a-Grave

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55733965/douglas-page-elmore


Next Stop: 13

Now you are going head back 
west to the crossover. Then, 

walk south along the crossover 
to the end of Lane 1. Continue 
east along Lane 1 about 200 
feet (you will pass a shed on 

your right). Stop 13 will be on 
your right after you pass a 

distinct bend in the road. Look 
for the white, upright marker 

shown on the next slide

Bend in
road

Stop 13



New Britain Herald Mar. 31, 1938

Stop 13 – William James Lemon’s Missing Marker
William James Lemon is a Civil War veteran, and the only one buried in this half of 

Parsons Cemetery. But the marker is new. So, what happened to his original marker? 
The answer is no one knows. Marker thefts are extremely rare; Parsons made the 

national news in 1938 when some marble markers went missing.

More commonly, markers can sink over 
time (especially with our sandy soils) and 

become covered with dirt and debris, 
particularly under tree cover. Or the grass 
can grow over them. As discussed at Stop 

1, the John Jacobs’ book and careful 
probing has helped us located most of 

these “missing” markers.



Next Stop: 14

Continue east on Lane 1 
until you are behind the 
cemetery office (about 

500 feet). Then proceed 
to the next slide.

Stop 14



Stop 14 – The Old Cemetery Entrance
Many people don’t know this, but the original main entrance to Parsons 
Cemetery was on New York Ave. Memorial Day parades used to march 

down New York Ave. and into the cemetery at the spot where you are now 
standing. The old flagpole behind the office is where the ceremonies used 
to be held. The first mention of Memorial Day events in Parsons Cemetery 
in the local papers was in 1924. The last official ceremony in Parsons was in 

1955. In 1956, the VFW started holding its ceremonies at the Wicomico 
County War Memorial on North Salisbury Blvd.

Around 1970 the cemetery closed off 
the old entrance and sold the property 
to a developer, who built the tan house 

you see to the south.

https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=39784
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=39784


Stop 14 – The Old Cemetery Entrance



Stop 14 – The Old Cemetery Entrance

Although Memorial Day parades are 
now a distant memory, Parsons 

Cemetery has started a new tradition. 
Each December Parsons participates in 

Wreaths Across America, a national 
program where volunteers place 

wreaths on the graves of the veterans 
interred in Parsons Cemetery. Please 

consider joining us next year!

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/


Next Stop: 15

Follow the brick 
sidewalk around the 
left side of the office 

and stop at the flower 
garden on your left. 
Then proceed to the 

next slide.

Stop 14



Stop 15 - Ella Ward Parsons Camelias
Alison J. Parsons, one of the main benefactors of Parsons Cemetery (Tour #1, Stop 4), and his wife Ella Ward Parsons 
were avid enthusiasts of camelias. Alison was president of the American Camelia Society from 1967-1968. The Ella 
Ward Parsons Camelia (C. japonica) was first developed by Dr. J.M. Habel, Jr. of Suffolk Virginia and the species was 

subsequently named in honor of Alison’s wife. The camelias you see throughout the cemetery were gifted to 
Parsons Cemetery as part of the Ella W. and Alison C. Parsons Fund of Hampton Roads Community Foundation.

Source: American Camelia Society

https://www.americancamellias.com/
https://hamptonroadscf.org/
https://www.americancamellias.com/publications-and-library/the-american-camellia-yearbook/acs-yearbook-1960-1969/1969-american-camellia-yearbook


Stop 15 - Ella Ward Parsons Camelias

Source: 1969 American Camellia Yearbook

https://www.americancamellias.com/publications-and-library/the-american-camellia-yearbook/acs-yearbook-1960-1969/1969-american-camellia-yearbook


Next Stop: 16

Follow the brick 
sidewalk to the front of 
the office – This is stop 
16. Please proceed to 

the next slide.



Stop 16 – Parsons Cemetery Office
This fine brick building is the current office for Parsons Cemetery. Built in 2007, it replaced the old office which for 

decades was located on London Ave. This also marks the end of our tour. We hope you have enjoyed your stroll 
through the cemetery, and we encourage you to explore our other walking tours as they become available. 



RETURNING TO THE BEGINNING
The easiest way to return to the start of the tour is to walk north from the cemetery office on the 

crossover until you reach Lane 4. Then walk east on Lane 4 to reach the main gates.
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